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June 8 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000

Letter to the Senate Democratic Leader on the Patients’ Bill of Rights
June 8, 2000

Dear Mr. Leader:
I am writing to express my strong support

for your effort to give the Senate its first oppor-
tunity to vote for the bipartisan Norwood-Din-
gell Patients’ Bill of Rights. It is long past time
that the Congress acted to deliver real patient
protections for all Americans in all health plans.

It is my understanding that the members of
the Senate/House Conference who support a
strong, enforceable, Patients’ Bill of Rights have
reluctantly concluded that the likelihood of an
acceptable bill emerging from the conference
is remote. After 8 months of inaction since the
House passed the Norwood-Dingell Bipartisan
Consensus Managed Care Improvement Act,
and with very few scheduled legislative days re-
maining, it is time for the Congress to act to
pass this legislation and give Americans the pa-
tient protections they deserve.

Congress has failed to pass this measure for
years, and this delay has real consequences. Ac-
cording to a recent study, each day without a
strong Patients’ Bill of Rights results in harm
to thousands of patients because insurance com-
panies refused a patient a diagnostic test, a nec-
essary procedure, or a referral to a specialist.

It is my hope that the Senate will approve
this legislation today and take the next important
step toward the enactment of a strong, enforce-
able Patients’ Bill of Rights. I urge the Senate
to put the interests of patients before those of
the special interests and replicate last fall’s bi-
partisan achievement by the House of Rep-
resentatives.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this letter.

Statement on Senate Action on the Patients’ Bill of Rights
June 8, 2000

I am disappointed that today’s vote in the
Senate means that the American people will
continue to wait for the long overdue patient
protections that they deserve. However, we con-
tinue to enjoy overwhelming bipartisan support
in the House of Representatives and are now

within a single vote of a bipartisan majority in
the Senate. I am encouraged by this progress
and urge the supporters of a real Patients’ Bill
of Rights to redouble their efforts to pass this
critically important legislation.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to Discussions With President
Ernesto Zedillo of Mexico
June 9, 2000

Mexican Economy

Q. President Clinton, do you want to say
something about the Mexican economy? How
do you see the development of the last 51⁄2
years under President Zedillo?

President Clinton. I think President Zedillo
has done a truly remarkable job. Mexico has

had 5 years of growth, in excess of 5 percent
a year, after the very difficult financial crisis
in ’94. And I think it’s a real tribute to him
and to the people he put on his team, as well
as to the hard work and industry of the people
of Mexico.
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But I hope the partnership that we have en-
joyed together after NAFTA and through the
crisis has played some role. But I think the
great credit goes to the President and his team
and the people of Mexico.

Mexican Election

Q. What do you think about the Mexican
election?

President Clinton. I think the Mexican people
will vote and make their own decision. It’s inter-
esting to observe. It’s just like this election. I’m
just an observer now. I’m not running for any-
thing.

[At this point, a question was asked and an-
swered in Spanish, and a translation was not
provided.]

Organization of American States

Q. [Inaudible]—just failed to get the support
of the Latin American countries to get the OAS
as a mediator in Peru. What do you think could
be the role of the OAS supervising elections

in Latin America without the support of key
countries like Mexico?

President Clinton. Well, I think the real ques-
tion that we all have to come to terms with
is, what is the right thing to do now? And that’s
what we’ve been discussing. But over the long
run, I think that the OAS still has a good future
and a critical future. And I don’t think there’s
any difference between the United States and
Mexico in our determination to do whatever we
can to keep democracy strong throughout the
region.

And so we talked about it today, and it’s a
difficult problem. But I think the trend is good.
You can’t look back on the last 20 years and
not believe that. And so we’ll need some mecha-
nism to monitor these elections and to be in-
volved in an ongoing basis, and I think the OAS
still has a pretty good future.

Thank you.

NOTE: The exchange began at 2:45 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Estate Tax Legislation
June 9, 2000

The House has jeopardized our fiscal dis-
cipline by passing a costly, irresponsible, and
regressive plan to eliminate the estate tax. If
this bill were presented to me in its current
form, I would veto it without hesitation.

Repealing the estate tax would undermine our
record of fiscal discipline as well as the progres-
sivity, fairness, and integrity of the tax system.
The cost of this bill explodes from $100 billion
this decade to over $750 billion in the following
decade, just as the baby boom generation is
retiring and Medicare and Social Security are
coming under strain. This bill gives the largest
estates a windfall while steering only a tiny frac-
tion of the benefits to small businesses and fam-
ily farms. By the end of the decade, the bill
would provide a $50 billion tax break that would

provide only 54,000 estates—about 2 percent
of all decedents—with an average tax cut of
$800,000. Furthermore, studies by economists
have found that repealing the estate tax would
reduce charitable donations by $5 billion to $6
billion per year.

I am supportive of targeted, fiscally respon-
sible legislation, such as the Democratic alter-
native, to make the estate tax fairer, simpler,
and more efficient. I urge the congressional
leadership to work with me to relieve the bur-
den of estate taxes for small businesses and fam-
ily farms in a fiscally responsible manner this
year. We can do this while strengthening Social
Security and Medicare, investing in key prior-
ities, and paying down the debt by 2013.
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